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Local Perspective on the E.C.Local Perspective on the E.C.

Brian Varrella, P.E., CFM 
Floodplain Administrator 
City of Fort Collins Utilities
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SuzSuz SezSez:  Question #1:  Question #1
• Q. 1 – What is local govt.’s role with the E.C.?

We are your primary 
point of contact, and 
your friend.  ☺☺☺☺
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Community ResponsibilitiesCommunity Responsibilities

• Communities partner with FEMA
– Cities + Counties  =  administer and enforce regs

• Protect life safety and property
• Regulate floodplains through development 

permits and the Elevation Certificate
• Public outreach, emergency response

– FEMA  =  support and assist
• Audit community files
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Community ResponsibilitiesCommunity Responsibilities

• Community responsibilities
– Compliance with regulations

• Freeboard met?
• Venting provided?
• Enclosure properly identified?

– Provide support for accurate insurance paperwork
• May be used by current and future residents
• Makes info transferable and transparent



April 30, 2006

City of Fort Collins -- Stormwater Utility 3

55

SuzSuz SezSez:  Question #2:  Question #2
• Q. 2 – How is the E.C. used by local govt. to 

maintain compliance?

It begins with the
A-B-Cs of the flood 
permit process.
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FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT BASICSFLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT BASICS

• A-B-C’s of the Floodplain Use Permit
– Approve
– Build
– Certify – Elevation Certificate

• Carry permit data to the Elevation Certificate
• Assume at least 1 review and 1 revision
• Call with questions;  (970) 221-6700
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Approval of the E.C.Approval of the E.C.
• Certification – engineer/surveyor role    Part 1 of 2

– Background – We can help!!  ☺☺☺☺
1. What is the BFE on the property?
2. What is your map Panel No.?
3. Community Info? (Comm. #, etc.)
4. Most Sec. B info on the E.C. is available from 

the Floodplain Use Permit
– Field Work

1. Shoot points, discover elevations
2. Measure openings

Approval of the E.C.Approval of the E.C.
• Certification – engineer/surveyor role    Part 2 of 2

– Filling out the E.C.
• Can transfer some info from the Floodplain 

Use Permit to the E.C., Sec. B
– Don’t recreate the wheel

• Permit design info will be your field guide
– Check number of vents necessary
– QC your survey grades against the 

proposed design elevations

DO NOT MODIFY FIELD DATA TO FIT THE PERMIT
The E.C. documents the as-built condition
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Floodplain InformationFloodplain Information
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Proposed Design InformationProposed Design Information
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Proposed Design InformationProposed Design Information
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Transfer to the E.C.Transfer to the E.C.



April 30, 2006

City of Fort Collins -- Stormwater Utility 8

1515

SuzSuz SezSez:  Question #3:  Question #3
• Q. 3 – How do I get the E.C. approved?

• I like cheese.
• Seriously!
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Approval of the E.C.Approval of the E.C.

• Process for submitting the E.C.
– Complete both sides
– Plan for at least 1 review
– Mail or fax a DRAFT for review

• Do not stamp the draft
– Sign, date, and stamp the final product
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Troubleshooting Troubleshooting –– Common OversightsCommon Oversights

• Wrong building diagram 
• Benchmark not documented / identified
• Wrong vertical datum
• Incomplete elevation info (Sec. B and C)
• Equipment not described or identified 

(Sec. C and D, Pg. 2)
• Incorrect BFE source identified
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Your E.C. is DoneYour E.C. is Done

Thanks for 
your patience.

Questions?


