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This presentation will provide an overview of the permit requirements of the National Flood Insurance Program and the program goal to overcome the traditional solution to flood problems that has been to construct structural protection works such as dams, diversions, levees and floodwalls. Despite tremendous expenditures for these structural projects, economic flood losses have continued to increase. Given this, governments at every level have begun to see the solution to avoiding flood damages lies in not in keeping the water away from people, but rather in keeping people away from the water. This philosophical shift lead to the creation of the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) in 1968, thereby codifying the concept of floodplain management.
The presentation will provide information as to the administration requirements of the NFIP not to prohibit floodplain development, but to guide development in floodplain areas in such a way as to greatly lessen the economic loss and social disruption caused by impending flood events. The purpose of the presentation will be to assist local officials in their understanding of the NFIP and the procedures that communities should follow in administering their floodplain management ordinances.
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