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On June 8, 2002 the Hayman Forest fire began near Lake George, Colorado.  Due to the dry and windy conditions the fire quickly spread and developed into the largest forest in Colorado history burning approximately 137,000 acres.  About 50,000 acres of this fire is located in the western sections of Douglas County, Colorado.  After the fire, county, state, and federal agencies immediately began addressing the issue of potential future erosion and flooding caused by the fire.  

Douglas County immediately began developing contingency plans to address the increased flood threat and erosion problems.  There are three major drainage ways located in the Hayman Fire - the South Platte River, Trout Creek and West Creek.  All along these channels are located private property and small towns.  Since, the runoff from burnt areas can increase by 3 to 4 times over pre-burn conditions it was important to develop a plan to inform and thereby protect the residents.  The urgency in developing this contingency plan was due, in part, to the Buffalo creek fire, located just north of the Hayman area, where in 1996 two people died because of a flash flood on similar type streams.  So public safety was a very real concern for the county!

Part of the county’s effort for protecting the public from this flood danger was the development of a Hayman Fire flood response plan for the county.  

The county plan addressed the following key areas:

1. Pre-Emergency Public Education

2. Emergency Public Notification

3. County Mobilization Plan

4. Emergency Access

5. Temporary Services

6. Temporary Repairs

7. Bridge Replacement 

8. Agency Coordination & Permits

9. Funding and Budget

10. Utility Replacement 

11. Floodplains

The Hayman flood emergency response plan has been used numerous time during this last summer.  A description of the plan and the flooding this last summer will be provided. 

Author Information:

Garth W. Englund Jr. P.E., 

Special Projects Engineer 

Douglas County

100 3rd Street

Castle Rock, Colorado  80104

Phone: 303-660-7479

Email: genglund@douglas.co.us
