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One step in the FEMA Flood Insurance Map Modernization is to streamline the review process for proposed revisions to existing Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs).  On May 17, 1999, FEMA and the UD&FCD executed the first Cooperating Technical Partnership (CTP) agreement in the nation.  Under this agreement, in early 2001, FEMA and the UD&FCD entered into a Task Agreement to conduct a pilot project to review Letters of Map Change (Conditional Letters of Map Revisions (CLOMRs) and Letters of Map Revision (LOMRs)) for the 32 communities that are participants in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) within the UD&FCD boundaries.  As a pilot project, this task agreement is the first of its kind in the nation.  

On July 2, 2001, the UD&FCD retained ICON Engineering, Inc. to assist with the technical reviews of the CLOMR/LOMR applications.  The first application for a CLOMR/LOMR review was received that same day!  As of the date of this abstract, approximately 65 Letters of Map Change have been processed using locally based reviews, rather than the traditional process of completing the reviews by the Washington DC area based Map Coordination Contractor (MCC). 

This paper will present the trials and tribulations of ICON Engineering, Inc. as the pilot project enters its third year.  The CLOMR/LOMR review process utilized within the UD&FCD boundaries will be described and contrasted with the process used in the rest of the nation.  The most common problems from both technical and administrative standpoints will be discussed.  Examples from actual CLOMR/LOMR submittals will be presented.  

Finally, what is the future?  A process will be presented that, if followed, will enhance the chances of receiving as quick a turn around time as possible on a CLOMR/LOMR application.
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