BRIDGES, CULVERTS AND THE NFIP:

KEEP YOUR EYES ON THE RISE!
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State transportation departments, counties and municipalities have an ongoing need to upgrade their transportation networks.  Upgrading these networks frequently requires the construction of new route crossings or modification of existing crossings over floodplains.  Important and stringent federal regulations apply when the floodplain being crossed is regulated under the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).  Compliance with the NFIP regulations often has significant impacts on the schedule and cost of the project.  Failure to comply can lead to severe NFIP sanctions and an undue increase in flood hazard to the community.

Transportation entities and the communities they affect must understand the regulations in order to successfully design for and enforce NFIP compliance.  Those responsible for implementing road crossing projects must be prepared to address the NFIP regulations throughout the planning and design process and to seek innovative design solutions where necessary to ensure compliance.

This presentation is intended to convey practical knowledge from experience related to transportation projects involving floodplain crossings.   The audience will gain understanding of the regulations, recognition of design elements that can lead to non-compliance, and appreciation of design approaches that will support both NFIP compliance and the objectives of the project.

The presentation describes the most applicable federal regulations enforced by both the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Where possible, it explains the principles behind the regulations.  It points out project design elements that often lead to compliance challenges.  Finally, it outlines strategies to meet the objectives of the project and ensure NFIP compliance.  The presentation draws from extensive experience on bridge projects nationwide and includes project case studies.
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