Fire, Flood and Forecasts:  Reflections on the Summer 2002 F2P2 

By

Robert Rahrs, Meteorologist, HDR Hydro-Meteorological Services

One of the worst droughts in the past 30 years affected the Colorado and Denver area this summer.   The drought reduced the amount of daily rain producing thunderstorms over the mountains thus keeping afternoon temperatures hotter over a longer period of time.  The persistent hot and dry conditions in turn increased the fire hazard throughout the wooded areas of Colorado.  By early June, forest fires erupted throughout Colorado and neighboring states.  Ash filled the atmosphere.  The abundance of ash over-seeded thunderstorms that developed and reduced the amount of precipitation that fell.  

In June and July direct fire support was given to Jefferson and Boulder Counties during the initial stages of the Hayman fire and smaller fires in Golden and SE Boulder County.  While direct fire support is not part of the Flash Flood Prediction Program, service to our emergency operations community is.  Our predictions aided early decision-making and evacuations saving lives.  Effective use of the Alert weather station network maintained by Urban Drainage & Flood Control District of Denver, Colorado to provide these forecasts until state and federal support arrived.

By late August the monsoon finally arrived in the form of almost daily flash flood threats into mid-September.  The switch from fire to flood prediction was challenging at best and perplexing at worst.  

Experiences will be shared from both flood and fire predictions given and the effective use of Alert weather stations to meet both challenges.
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